
A Stroke of Genius 

BY JACKY WILSON 

FORT COLLINS, Colo.- A stroke of pure genius painted a bright future for Kim Fain and Tony 

Curtis, owners of the wine and painting stop Pinot’s Palette located in beautiful Old , Fort 

Collins. 

 

Pinot’s Palette first opened its “paint and sip” store in 2009 according to the . The official website

first branch took root in Houston, Texas as a small idea in the state famous for the motto “the 

bigger, the better!” 

 

The ambitious owners of the Fort Collins location of Pinot’s Palette, Kim Fain and Tony Curtis, 

met while working as firefighters at the Loveland Fire Department. Both were getting out of long 

term relationships when they found a fiery 

connection in one another: just the spark they 

were looking for. 

 

As franchise owners of a painting business, 

you would think the couple has a background 

in the arts, but Fain’s talents lie in quite the 

opposite spectrum. She has a long background 

in business and finance and happened upon 

the idea of a “paint and sip” studio by chance. 

 

On a trip to Houston, Fain and her daughter decided to attend a painting class at this innovative 

and trending “paint and sip” studio, Pinot’s Palette. 

 

“I told her, ‘Well okay…I can drink! But I’m not quite sure I can paint!’” 

 

Fain enjoyed the event so much she brought her husband, and business partner, Tony Curtis to 

Houston to try it out. She even took the next step and studied the Pinot’s Palette business model 

while earning her graduate degree at Regis University. 

 

The Pinot’s Palette webpage calls the store’s strategy “a brand and business model that is 

scalable and replicable in multiple and diverse markets throughout the United States,” but this 

was something the couple had to find out for themselves. 

 

“We thought, ‘what do we want to do when we grow up,’ kind of half way through our lives and 

what can we do together.” 

 

http://www.pinotspalette.com/


Although the behind the scenes analytics, matrices and numbers are all incredibly important 

factors, Curtis says his favorite part lies in the eyes of his customers. 

 

“People will come in a bit frightened, saying things like ‘I haven’t held a paintbrush in years!’ 

but our artists are so great. They take you through the whole process step by step and by the end 

of it you have this wonderful accomplishment you get to take home with you. At the end of the 

night, they’re all artists.” 

 

“Paint and sip” franchises have become a booming business across the country. According to the 

article “A Winning Business Idea: Wine and Paint,” by Sarah Max, “art is all about individuality, 

walking dozens of novices through a painting in a couple of hours takes a good deal of planning 

and organization.” 

 

Even while juggling the various aspects of running a business, Fain and Curtis find time to 

appreciate the same joy they provide for others. 

 

“We paint as often as we can. We do it on date night sometimes. We’re not here to be the boss, 

we’re just here to have fun! It’s good to go and see 

what other people see and feel what they’re feeling 

and not lose sight of that part of it all.” 

 

But it’s more than just love and good feelings at 

Pinot’s Palette. Competition starts bubbling up just 

like the beer that fills your glass. 

 

One night the studio hosted an event with both the 

Loveland and Poudre District firefighters. “You 

could feel the competition,” Curtis recalled, “and the guys were tagging each other’s paintings. It 

was a really fun night.” 

 

Amy Heyse, a painting instructor at Pinot’s Palette has nothing but great things to say about the 

“power couple” and working in such a fantastic environment. She has been employed at the 

studio since it’s opening about a year ago. 

 

“I love working here. I used to be a middle school art teacher, after graduating from CSU, and 

worked at a school in Greeley. It’s a rough school, Greely didn’t appreciate the arts as much, so I 

like being here where people are excited about painting and like the arts.” 

 

And she’s right. Fort Collins is a premium location for a studio like Pinot’s Palette. 

 

http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/224073


When searching for artists to join the team, Fain and Curtis posted an “artists wanted” ad on 

Craigslist. The amount of responses was so overwhelming that the couple took down the post 

within three days. 

 

Located at 144 Mountain Ave. right next to the popular Fort Collins restaurant The Rio, business 

flow is steady and the old-fashioned burgundy awning attracts any Old Town visitors walking 

by. 

 

Word of mouth, of course, is a main source for business as well. Mary Lynch, an attendee on 

Sunday’s painting class featuring the painting “Moonlight through the Trees” heard about it 

through the grapevine. 

 

“I know so many people who have done it and totally 

raved about it so I just had to see what it was all 

about. They host some really cool events and I like 

that they take the time to give back to the 

community, too.” 

 

Pinot’s Palette hopes to expand to 50 locations by the end of this year. To schedule your class, 

check out the calendar at http://www.pinotspalette.com/FortCollins/Classes 

 

For an extended video interview with Kim and Tony visit: 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xADAAZclXfw&feature=c4-

overview&list=UUzd9XlkqB9_3t5Zd0pe96yw 
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